COMOX FIRE DEPARTMENT

OPERATING GUIDELINE
	SUBJECT:
SMOKING IN FIRE STATION OR DURING FIRE DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS
	O.G. #

5.01.27


PURPOSE:
To provide a "smoke-free" atmosphere for the health, welfare and comfort of all personnel who may be in the Fire Station or involved with Fire Department operations from time to time.
SCOPE:
This Operational Guideline applies to all Fire Department personnel.

POLICY:
The Comox Fire Station is designated a non-smoking building. Therefore no smoking is permitted anywhere inside of the building at any times. This includes the apparatus area.


All personnel shall respect the health, welfare and comfort of non-smokers and cooperate to provide a smoke-free atmosphere by smoking only at designated times and locations outside of the building.
 Smoking will not normally be allowed emergency incidents, training sessions and other Fire Department operations except occasionally at times and locations designated by the Fire Chief.

RATIONALE:
Second hand smoke can be very harmful to a persons health, welfare and comfort, therefore the Fire Department will not allow smoking inside of the Fire Station and will attempt to limit smoking during emergency incidents, training sessions and other Fire Department operations.

PROCEDURE:

1.
The Fire Station is designated a "no smoking" building.  No smoking is permitted anywhere inside of the building. Smoking shall occur only outside of the building in designate areas. 

The Fire Chief will designate the appropriate smoking areas.

2.
All Fire Department vehicles are also designated "no smoking" areas. No smoking is permitted in any Fire Department vehicle at any time.

3.
Fire Department Supervisors will provide a healthy environment, including a smoke-free atmosphere. Smoking will not be permitted at emergency incidents, training sessions, or other Fire Department Operations lasting less than two-hours unless approved by Incident Command or the Supervisor of the personnel involved. Supervisors will allow a fifteen-minute break for personnel to pursue issues of personal comfort at emergency incidents, training sessions or other Fire Department operations that last longer than two-hours.
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