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OPERATING GUIDELINE
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USE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS
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PURPOSE:
The use of alcohol and drugs by fire department personnel may impair judgement and affect decision making, which could jeopardize the safety of members and the public.  Under certain circumstances, the use of alcohol and drugs is illegal. 
SCOPE:
This Operational Guideline applies to all Fire Department personnel.

POLICY:
No Fire Department personnel shall report for duty or perform any operational function or task while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

Any member found to be participating in an operational function or task while impaired by alcohol or drugs will be disciplined.


The Fire Department members are not permitted to drive/operate fire department vehicles while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

This is a zero tolerance policy and members found to be in violation of it will be disciplined. 

PROCEDURE:
1. No member of the Fire Department shall be permitted to participate in any operational function or task while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

2.
No Fire Department personnel shall consume alcohol or drugs while on duty or while riding in any Fire Department vehicle.

3.
No alcohol or drugs shall be brought to, or consumed at, any Fire Department activity or facility without specific permission of the Fire Chief.

4.
Each member is responsible to report any use of alcohol or drugs that may adversely affect the performance of an emergency responder, the safety of an emergency responder, or the safety of the public during any Fire Department operation.

5. Each member is responsible to immediately report to a supervisor any violation of Fire Department alcohol and drug policy.

6. Any member found to be in contravention of this policy or procedure will be disciplined.  Discipline options include suspension and dismissal.
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