COMOX FIRE RESCUE

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINE
	SUBJECT:
COMOX VALLEY EMERGENCY PLAN


	O.G. #2.02.09




PURPOSE:
To provide a system for fulfilling the fire departments role in the Comox Valley Emergency Plan should it be activated. 

SCOPE:
This operational guideline applies to all fire department personnel.

POLICY:
The fire department Duty Officer will participate fully in the Comox Valley Emergency Plan should it be activated.

RATIONALE:
The Town of Comox jointly participates in the Comox Valley Emergency Plan with other local jurisdictions. The fire department may in certain types of emergencies play a significant role in the Comox Valley Emergency Plan. Therefore fire department personnel must be trained is the use of this plan and understands their role within the plan.
OVERVIEW:

The Comox Valley Emergency Program subscribes to a generic approach to large emergencies or disaster responses. These would typically be events, which threaten or effect large numbers of lives or large volumes or property. The Comox Valley Emergency Plan is not intended to deal with day-to-day incidents handled by Emergency Response Agencies. The Plan is intended to facilitate and coordinate response to and recovery from emergencies, which are about the normal capability of the Emergency Response Agency involved. 

A major component of the Emergency Plan is the activation and operation of the Emergency Coordination Center. 

PROCEDURE:

Activating the Emergency Plan:


The Emergency Plan is activated by contacting the Emergency Planning Coordinator. Contact information is contained in the front of the Fire Departments Emergency Plan manual.


The Emergency Planning Coordinator will authorize activation of the Emergency Plan and the Emergency Operations Center Call Out Level (Level 1,2, or 3). For a Level 3 activation EOC group members are responsible for calling one or two Service Coordinators as assigned in the EOC Group Level 3 Flow Chart (see Section 1.2.1 of the Fire Departments Emergency Plan Manual).

1) A fire department Incident Commander may request that the Emergency Operations Center be open under the following conditions:

a) He perceives a need for enhanced coordination and/or support of the incident that he is involved with. 

b) The emergency incident is beyond the capabilities of his resources.

2)

A fire department Duty Officer may receive a call that the ECO has been opened. The caller should state at what level the EOC has been opened to.


Upon receipt of this call the Duty Officer will:

a) Contact one other appropriate member of the fire department and then proceed to the ECO or have the other appropriate member proceed to the ECO. The member reporting to the EOC will take the Fire Departments Emergency Plan manual and any other appropriate material with them to the EOC. The member not reporting to the ECO will assume the role of the Duty Officer. 


b) 
In the case of a Level 3 the Duty Officer will contact the Comox Public Works Superintendent and the ECO Information Officer and advise them that the ECO has been opened to Level 3.
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