COMOX FIRE RESCUE

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINE
	SUBJECT:
EMERGENCY RESPONSE  VEHICLE ASSIGNMENTS
	O.G.#

2.02.04


PURPOSE:
To ensure an orderly escalation of the response to an emergency incident, without over committing resources or unduly compromising the fire department's ability to respond to other incidents.

SCOPE:
This operational guideline applies to all fire department personnel.

POLICY:
Initial dispatch of fire department resources to an emergency incident will be determined by this operational guideline based upon information available.  Subsequent dispatch of resources will be as requested by the Incident Commander.  Standard responses are as outlined in this procedure. The Duty Officer may, as necessary request variations on these standard responses.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Under no circumstances is any aspect of safety to be sacrificed in order to increase the speed of a response.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
RATIONALE:  A standard response will assist the fire department in effectively managing its resources and avoid confusion among its staff.
PROCEDURE:

The following is a Guideline for the run order of vehicles responding to emergencies. 

Structure and vehicle fires, alarms ringing, wires down, gas leaks or similar:

This is considered our STANDARD RESPONSE.


1st alarm assignment for areas with hydrant protection will be:


Rescue #38, followed by Engine #34 then by Ladder #35, then by Rescue #36.


2nd alarm assignment for areas with hydrant protection will be:


Engine #33

1st alarm assignment for areas without hydrant protection will be:


Rescue #38, followed by Engine #34 then by Engine #33, then by Rescue #36.


2nd alarm assignment for areas without hydrant protection will be:


Ladder #35 

Chimney fires:
Assignment for ALL AREAS will be: Rescue #38 followed by Ladder #35, 
then followed by Engine #34 then followed by Rescue #36. 


Boat fires (water based):

1st alarm would be; Rescue #38 followed by Engine #34 followed by Ladder #35,

followed by Fireboat #39, followed by Rescue #36


Vehicle rescues:

1st incident; Rescue #38 followed by Engine #34

2nd incident; Ladder #35 followed by Rescue #36 


GROUNDCOVER FIRES (bush, forest, beach, etc.)


1st alarm would be; Rescue #38 followed by Engine #33 followed by Engine #34, followed by Rescue #36.Trailer #132 for larger incidents. 


2nd alarm would be Ladder #35

FIRST RESPONDERS


1st incident: Rescue #38, 2nd incident Engine #34; 3rd incident Rescue #36, 


Fire Prevention #30 may be used where needed.


HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

1st alarm assignment, Rescue #38 followed by Engine #34 followed by Rescue #36

towing trailer #131. Other units as required.


Once fire department resources have been depleted or if specialized resources are required the Incident Commander will request the appropriate mutual-aid resources to support the incident or respond to other incidents.


Under normal conditions the first two fire department vehicles responding to an emergency from the fire station will response in “emergency mode”. Other fire department vehicles will respond in a “routine mode” unless otherwise advised by the Incident Commander. 


The Duty Officer must approve requests from other jurisdictions for mutual aid before they are granted and deployed. The Duty Officer will make the appropriate assignment of resources.

The Duty Officer may cancel units or alter response modes at any time.

	_________________________________
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