COMOX FIRE RESCUE

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES
	SUBJECT:
Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS alarms)

                  Weekly Testing and Maintenance
	O.G. #

1.07.14


PURPOSE:
To provide for a system of weekly recorded tests of all Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS) alarms and maintain all PASS alarms as required by the manufacturer’s instructions.

SCOPE:
This Operating Guideline applies to all Fire Department personnel.

POLICY:
The Comox Fire Department will provide for a system of weekly recorded inspections and tests of all PASS alarms and maintain these alarms in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
RATIONALE: 
All Fire Department personnel must be provided with and use a Personal Alert Safety System (PASS) alarm when involved in duties which require a self-contained breathing apparatus to be worn.


These “PASS” alarms shall be tested weekly and maintain as required by the manufacturer’s instruction to ensure that they are in proper working order at all times.
PROCEDURE:

1)
The fire department shall provide for weekly full function tests of all “PASS” alarms.

2)
The weekly full function test will be conducted as per the written procedures on the “PASS” Alarm Weekly Test form (attached).


These weekly tests will be recorded and the records kept on file.


Any “PASS” alarms that do not successfully pass the weekly tests will be taken out of service and replaced or repaired.

3)
In addition to the weekly tests, “PASS” alarms will be fully function tested every time a SCBA pack is put back into service. 

4)
PASS alarm batteries will be replaced at least annually or as required by the weekly testing. This event will be recorded on the “PASS” Alarm Weekly Test forms.

RELATED REFERENCES

W.C.B.s, Occupational Health and Safety Regulations

	_________________________________

Signature of Fire Chief
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