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PURPOSE:
To prevent unhealthy vehicle exhaust emissions from accumulating in the fire station.
SCOPE:
This operational guideline applies to all fire department personnel.

POLICY:
Vehicles and gas-powered equipment shall not be operated inside or near the fire station unless acceptable precautions are taken to prevent exhaust emissions, which could cause a health hazard from accumulating inside of the station.

RATIONALE:
Exhaust emissions accumulating in the fire station can be harmful to fire department personnel. Therefore special precautions must be taken to prevent these accumulations.

PROCEDURE:

1.
Vehicles and gas-powered equipment shall only be operated by trained personnel.

2.
Unless necessary, vehicles shall not be operated inside or near the fire station. If it is necessary to operate a vehicle inside or near the fire station acceptable precautions must be taken to prevent exhaust emissions, which could cause a health hazard from accumulating inside of the station.

3.
Starting vehicle(s) inside the fire station:

a)
Completely open the required bay door and at least one other bay door on the opposite end of the station. (North/south)

b)
Start the vehicle, and as soon as safely possible, drive the vehicle completely outside the station. 

c)
Leave the bay doors open after the vehicle(s) leave the station until exhaust emissions are significantly reduced (minimum five minutes in windy conditions and fifteen minutes in

still conditions)

d)
Ventilation can be increased at any time by opening more bay doors or by using an electric blower.

e)
Repeat this process for each vehicle

f)
If the vehicle must remain running inside of the station, open all bay doors to provide for maximum ventilation.

4.
Parking vehicle(s) inside the fire station:

a)
Completely open the required bay door and at least one other bay door on the opposite end of the station. (North/south)

b)
Drive vehicle completely inside station and stop motor

c)
Leave bay doors open after vehicles are parked in station until exhaust emissions are

significantly reduced (minimum five minutes in windy conditions and fifteen minutes in

still conditions)

d)
Ventilation can be increased at any time by opening more bay doors or by using an electric blower.

e)
Repeat this process for each vehicle

f)
If the vehicle must remain running inside of the station, open all bay doors to provide for maximum ventilation.

5.
Vehicles may be operate inside of the station with the bay doors closed providing the following steps are followed: (This might be done during times of bad weather when the operation of the vehicle is necessary for maintain or other appropriate reasons)

a)
 An appropriate exhaust tube has been connected to the vehicles exhaust and that tube is discharged outside and away from the building.

b)
An electric fan is operated to force air movement in an appropriate direction.

c)
A gas monitor is turn on and operated near any personnel working in the area.

6.
Unless necessary, gas-powered equipment shall not be operated inside or near the fire station. If it is necessary to operate gas-powered equipment inside or near the fire station acceptable precautions must be taken to prevent exhaust emissions from accumulating inside of the station and causing a health hazard.

a)
Completely open at least one bay door on each side of the station (North/south)

b)
Leave bay doors open while equipment is running.

c)
Once equipment is stopped, leave bay doors open until exhaust emissions are significantly reduced (minimum five minutes in windy conditions and fifteen minutes in

still conditions)

d)
Ventilation can be increased at any time by opening more doors or by using an electric blower.

e)
Repeat this process for each piece of equipment.
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