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                  (Respiratory Protection)
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PURPOSE:
The use of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) is an essential component of the overall protective clothing and equipment provided to the firefighters.

SCOPE:
This operational guideline applies to all fire department personnel.

POLICY:
All firefighters must use SCBA and/or other appropriate equipment when the need for respiratory protection is indicated. Instances of exposures without the benefits of SCBA must be promptly and thoroughly investigated by the fire department Health and Safety Committee, who will make recommendations to prevent a recurrence and submit these recommendations to the Fire Chief in writing. 

RATIONALE:
Respiratory protection is very important to the health and welfare of all fire department personnel. The use of SCBA is an important component of overall safety. 
PROCEDURE:
1.
For the purpose of this procedure, a hazardous atmosphere means any atmosphere that is contaminated with smoke, gases or other by-products of combustion, as well as any atmosphere that contains any know contaminants not normally present in clean air. An atmosphere that is oxygen deficient or suspected of being oxygen deficient must also be considered hazardous.

2.
All firefighters working under the following conditions must wear SCBA:


a)
Where the atmosphere is know to be hazardous.


b)
Where the atmosphere is suspected to be hazardous.


c)
When it is reasonable to believe that the atmosphere may become hazardous.

3.
This includes firefighters working:


a)
In an active fire area.


b)
Inside any structure involved in fire.


c)
Where smoke is visible in the atmosphere, including vehicle fires, dumpster fires and outdoor rubbish fires.


d)
In a potential fire or explosion area, such as a gas leak or spill.


e)
Where toxic products are present, suspected of being presented or could be rapidly released without warning.


f)
In unventilated confined spaces, unless tests are preformed to ensure the atmosphere is safe.


g)
In any areas suspected of containing carbon monoxide, including all areas being overhaul after a fire.


h)
In oxygen deficient atmospheres.

4.
Prior to removal of SCBA during overhaul operations, the atmosphere must be free of visible smoke and the area must be thoroughly ventilated. If there is any doubt about respiratory safety, SCBA must be used until the atmosphere is established to be safe by testing. Removal of the SCBA is at the discretion of the Incident Commander. Premature removal must be avoided, especially during overhaul operations as there is likely to be a presents of toxic gases from the incomplete combustion of smoldering products.

5.
When working in SCBA, firefighters must work in teams of at least two. 

6.
Firefighters operating in areas where the atmosphere could become hazardous, but where there would be sufficient warning prior to posing a danger, may wear the SCBA with the facepiece removed. The SCBA must be in a ready state, such that it is available for immediate use should the conditions change.

7.
Instances of exposure to a hazardous atmosphere without the use of SCBA that result in the injury to personnel, must be investigated by the Fire Chief and the fire department Health and Safety Committee. Instances of exposure to a hazardous atmosphere while using SCBA that result in the injury to personnel, must be investigated by the Fire Chief and the Fire Department Health and Safety Committee. The SCBA unit(s) involved shall be taken out of service, tagged for inspection and held for release by the Fire Chief.

The investigation report must include appropriate recommendations to prevent a recurrence of the incident.

	_________________________________
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