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PURPOSE:
To ensure fire department personnel do not endanger their health or the health of others while medically restricted (sick or injured).

SCOPE:
This operational guideline applies to all fire department personnel.

POLICY:
Fire department personnel who are medically restricted in their abilities to function safely and effectively will not respond to emergency incidents nor participate in operational functions or tasks that may aggravate or extend this condition.

RATIONALE:
Personnel who are medically restricted in their abilities may pose a danger to themselves and others if they were to continue with their regular duties with the fire department. Their duties may be restricted based on their medical restrictions. 

PROCEDURE:
1.
Fire department personnel who:



a:
are suffering from a long term sickness and under the care of a doctor 


b:
or injured and under the care of a doctor


c:
or are seeking to collect compensation from the WorkSafe BC.


d:
or are seeking to collect insurance or other compensation.

Shall be considered “medically restricted” and will be restricted in their operational duties.
2.
Personnel who are medically restricted shall inform the Fire Chief in writing, in a timely manner, when a medically restricted exists and the nature of this restriction.
3.
The Fire Chief may, at his sole description approve light duties for personnel who are medically restricted if the duties do not affect the medical restriction. These duties could be time limited or permanent. 
4.
Personnel with long-term or on-going medical restrictions may have to retire from the fire department. 

5.
Personnel returning from a medical restriction must first provide a written note from their doctor advising the fire department that they are fit and ready to return to full operational duties and they must also successfully complete the fire departments annual physical requirement (Code 3 Grind) before returning to operational duties.
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